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An empirical model based on the regression between
daily PM2.5 (particles with aerodynamic diameters of less
than 2.5 ím) concentrations and aerosol optical thickness
(AOT) measurements from the multiangle imaging
spectroradiometer (MISR) was developed and tested
using data from the eastern United States during the period
of 2001. Overall, the empirical model explained 48% of
the variability in PM2.5 concentrations. The root-mean-
squareerrorofthemodelwas6.2íg/m3withacorresponding
average PM2.5 concentration of 13.8 íg/m3. When PM2.5
concentrations greater than 40 íg/m3 were removed, model
results were shown to be unbiased estimators of
observations. Several factors, such as planetary boundary
layer height, relative humidity, season, and other
geographical attributes of monitoring sites, were found to
influence the association between PM2.5 and AOT. The
findingsofthisstudyillustratethestrongpotentialofsatellite
remote sensing in regional ambient air quality monitoring
as an extension to ground networks. With the continual
advancement of remote sensing technology and global data
assimilation systems, AOT measurements derived from
satelliteremotesensorsmayprovideacost-effectiveapproach
as a supplemental source of information for determining
ground-level particle concentrations.
Introduction
Epidemiologicalstudiesaroundtheworldhavefoundstrong
and consistent correlations between adverse health effects
andlevelsoffineparticles(PM2.5,particleswithaerodynamic
diametersoflessthan2.5ím)measuredatcentralmonitoring
stations,whichserveasamajorsurrogatetoactualpopulation
exposure level (1-3). In addition, health effects associated
withparticleexposurehaveshownnoapparentthresholdat
lower concentrations (4). To date, assessments of chronic
population exposures over a large geographical region have
been limited since they generally require long-term moni-
toringdatafromacomprehensivenetworksuchastheUnited
StatesEnvironmentalProtectionAgency’s(EPA)compliance
network.Operatingandmaintainingsuchnetworksarevery
costly, especially for many developing countries. Where
monitoring networks do not exist, air quality models can be
used to estimate PM2.5 concentrations. However, daily PM2.5
concentrationspredictedbythesemodelsmaybebiasedfor
various reasons such as a lack of background information of
certain particle species and simplified model assumptions.
Another major hurdle with air quality modeling is that they
relyheavilyondetailedemissioninventorieswhichareoften
difficult to accurately estimate and maintain.
Polarorbitingsatellitescanprovideinformationonaerosol
optical properties for almost complete global coverage at a
moderate spatial resolution over multiple years, which have
emergedasanotherpotentialmethodofestimatingground-
levelairquality.InDecember1999,theNationalAeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) launched its Terra Earth
Observing Satellite (5). The multiangle imaging spectrora-
diometer(MISR)aboardTerraemploysninecameraspointed
at different fixed angles to simultaneously observe reflected
andscatteredsunlightinfourwavelengthbands.Thisunique
design enables MISR to retrieve columnar aerosol optical
thickness (AOT) at 17.6 km resolution over ocean and most
land surfaces (6-8). In a previous study, we showed that
MISR AOT values agreed well with ground-level standard
AOT measurements from the Aerosol Robotic Network
(AERONET) (9). It has also been shown that MISR AOT
measurements are sensitive to particles with diameters
rangingfrom0.05to2.0ím(10),whichroughlycorresponds
to the definition of PM2.5.
Earlierstudieshaveshownthatearth-observingsatellites
can detect and track the transport of particles as well as
severepollutionepisodesonaregionalscale(11-14).Inthis
analysis, we examine the relationship between ground-level
PM2.5 measurements and MISR AOT measurements in the
eastern United States using a generalized linear regression
model.Toaccountforthevariationinparticleverticalprofiles,
composition,andopticalproperties,planetaryboundarylayer
height and relative humidity data from the Goddard Earth
ObservingSystem(GEOS-3)havebeenincludedinthemodel
(15,16).Modelvalidationusinganindependentdatasetand
a graphical display of the model results are also presented.
The objective of this study is to explore the efficacy and
accuracy of satellite remote sensing data as a cost-effective
approach for predicting ground-level PM2.5, thus providing
an independent and supplemental data source to in situ
monitoring and computational modeling.
Method
(a)DataCollectionandProcessing.(1)PM2.5Measurement
Collection and Processing. A total of 2505 gravimetrically
baseddailyaveragePM2.5measurementswerecollectedfrom
346siteswithintheEPA’scompliancenetworkintheeastern
United States from the year 2001 (Figure 1). The study area
was,subsequently,dividedintothreesubregionstoexamine
geographicvariabilityamongtheobservedresults.The“New
England” region included Maine, New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts,Connecticut,Vermont,andRhodeIsland.The“mid-
Atlantic” region included New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, West
Virginia, and Virginia. The “south Atlantic” region included
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. In
addition to PM2.5 mass concentrations (reported in íg/m3),
site geographic location (latitude and longitude), land use,
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sites were also classified according to their distance to the
coast(i.e.,e100kmawayor>100kmaway),sinceaprevious
study indicated that mixing height growth is heavily influ-
enced by the land-ocean interaction of the atmosphere in
areas located within 100 km from the coast (17).
(2)MISRLevel2AerosolDataCollectionandProcessing.
For the current analysis, MISR AOT data covering the east
coast was downloaded from the Atmospheric Sciences Data
Center at NASA Langley Research Center (http://edg.larc.
nasa.gov/). The mean and standard deviation of the AOT
measurements from each 3  3 MISR region (a 17.6  17.6
km2 MISR pixel is called an MISR region) centered at a given
EPA site were calculated and matched with the PM2.5
measurement taken at that site on the same day. Studies
have shown a relatively high degree of spatial homogeneity
of PM2.5 concentrations over a 24 h period (18). Extreme
variability of AOT values within the 3  3 MISR regions may
indicate that cloud screening prior to AOT retrieval in some
oftheMISRregionswasinsufficientorthattheMISRretrieval
algorithm could not identify the particle composition in
certain regions. To limit the impact of erroneous spatial
variationinAOTmeasurements,werequireeach33region
to have at least three AOT measurements. In addition, the
upperlimitofthecoefficientofvariation(standarddeviation
divided by mean AOT) calculated from those valid 3  3
regions was set to be less than 0.5 to further reduce the
likelihood of data contamination.
(3)GEOS-3AssimilatedMeteorologicalFieldProcessing.
The GEOS-3 meteorological fields were given at 1° latitude
1°longituderesolution(integratedto2°2.5°inthisstudy
due to data storage limitations) and 30 sigma vertical layers.
Thebottom10layerswerecenteredatapproximately10,50,
100,200,400,600,900,1200,1700,and2300maboveground.
Themeanrelativehumidity(referredtoasRH,%)withinthe
lower troposphere (roughly the lower 3 km of atmosphere)
andplanetaryboundarylayerheight(referredtoasPBL,km)
were used in this analysis. These parameters were first
interpolatedto10-11a.m.values,andsubsequentlymatched
to EPA MISR measurements.
(4) Data Integration and Randomization for Model
Development and Testing. To preserve a subset of the
monitoring data for statistical model validation, the moni-
toringdatasetwasdividedintotwosubsetsaccordingtosite
IDnumbersthatarerandomlyassignedbyEPA.Observations
from the sites with odd ID numbers (N ) 1315) were used
to fit an empirical model between PM2.5 and MISR AOT and
other factors (called “the model dataset”), while those with
even ID numbers (N ) 1190) were used for model validation
(called “the validation dataset”). As seen in Figure 1, site ID
numbers do not exhibit any notable pattern regarding their
geographic locations. In addition, no autocorrelation was
found between consecutive MISR EPA observations in each
sitesinceobservationswerespaced,onaverage,30daysapart.
Finally, since the repetition of MISR AOT measurements
varies between 2 and 9 days, the matching process between
MISR regions and ground PM2.5 monitoring sites which also
havevariousmeasurementschedules(daily,everythirdday,
every sixth day) serves as a random sampling of PM2.5
concentrations over a given area on the ground. As a result,
all the data points regardless of their temporal and spatial
distribution may be treated as independent observations.
Thus, we believe that the data points finally collected are
randomly divided into the model dataset and validation
dataset. To confirm this, we also used a complete random-
ization approach in data division, which generated highly
comparable results. Therefore, it is not further discussed.
(5) Model Result Visualization. To display the model
results in a geographical information system (GIS), all
available MISR data (40000 measurements), EPA data
(10000 measurements), and GEOS meteorological fields
were integrated into seasonal means in 1°  1° grids that
cover the entire study area (Figure 1). The empirical model
developedinthecurrentanalysiswasappliedtothisgridded
dataset,andthegeographicalpatternofthepredictedsurface
PM2.5 concentrations were compared with seasonal mean
EPA observations.
(b)ModelDevelopment.Asanindicatoroftheabundance
of particles in the vertical air column, AOT is defined as the
integral of aerosol extinction coefficients (óext) along the
vertical atmospheric column from the ground to the top of
the atmosphere:
FIGURE 1. MISR spatial coverage of the study region. The ground tracks of MISR paths are shown as dotted strips in the map. Only the
ground tracks of MISR paths 11, 14, 17, and 20 are shown for clarity of the map. The three subregions (New England, mid-Atlantic, and
south Atlantic) are marked in different gray colors. The study area is also divided into 1°  1° grids. A grid is counted in if its center
coordinates fall into the region.
AOT )s 0
¥
óext(z)d z (1)
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sectional area, Cext, which is a function of particle size and
complexrefractiveindexm,andtheparticlesizedistribution,
n(r)
Equations 1 and 2 show that the particle composition, size
distribution,andverticalprofilearekeyfactorsthatlinkMISR
AOTmeasurementswithground-levelPM2.5concentrations.
Thesefactorsweremodeledbyusingseveralvariablesinthe
regressionmodel.Airborneandground-levelmeasurements
haveshownthatthemajorityofparticlemassloadingresides
in the lower troposphere and the particle mass distribution
below the planetary boundary layer tends to be more
homogeneous due to the active mixing (19-22). Therefore,
GEOS-3 PBL data were included in the regression model as
a continuous variable to represent particle vertical distribu-
tion.Theimpactofaerosolcompositionandsizedistribution
ontheassociationbetweenground-levelPM2.5concentration
and MISR AOT was expressed by a series of categorical
variables such as geographical location, season, etc.
The empirical regression model used in the current
analysis can be expressed as
The dependent variable on the left-hand side, [PM2.5], is the
24 h average ground-level PM2.5 concentration measured at
various monitoring sites in 2001. The independent variables
on the right-hand side include RH, AOT, and PBL, which are
geographicallymatchedtoeachPM2.5measurement,aswell
as various categorical variables (variable1 through variablen)
listedinTable1.Theparametersâ0throughânareregression
coefficientsforvariable1throughvariablen.Likewise,âRH,âAOT,
and âPBL are regression coefficients for RH, AOT, and PBL,
respectively. An exponential function of RH was used to
account for the superlinear growth of particle size with
increasingrelativehumidity(23,24).Itshouldbenotedthat,
for eq 3 to be valid, we assumed that the particle vertical
profile is smooth and particle concentrations at different
altitudes are correlated to the surface concentration.
Equation3waslinearizedbylog-transformingbothsides,
which resulted in the following model form:
This model form provides a stronger physical background
and more flexibility and predicting power as compared to a
previous study, where a simple linear regression model was
fitted between AOT and PM2.5 concentrations (14). All sta-
tistical analyses were conducted using the SAS system (SAS
Institute Inc., Cary, NC). Model parameter estimates were
presentedwiththreedecimalplacesoratleastonesignificant
digit.Thestatisticalsignificanceofparameterestimateswas
reported at the R)0.05 level.
Results and Discussion
(a) Descriptive Statistics. Histograms of the various param-
eter distributions showed that, for both the model and the
validation datasets, AOT, PM2.5, PBL, and RH data were
unimodalandlog-normallydistributed(Figure2).Asaresult,
geometric means and standard deviations are also reported
in the summary statistics. Since the summary statistics for
themodelingandvalidationdatasetswerehighlycomparable,
onlythedynamicrangeandseasonalpatternofthemodeling
dataset are presented (Table 2). The annual mean PM2.5
concentration for all sites of 14.0 íg/m3 was slightly lower
thantheambientannualairqualitystandardof15íg/m3for
the United States. The overall mean AOT was 0.12.
Therewasstrongseasonalvariabilityforallofthevariables.
Mean AOT values were 50-100% larger in the spring (0.16
( 0.10) and summer (0.19 ( 0.12) as compared to the fall
(0.10 ( 0.07) and winter (0.08 ( 0.04). Likewise, AOT values
exhibited a broader dynamic range in the summer and the
fallthantheothertwoseasons.ThePM2.5massconcentration
was approximately 20% higher during the winter (14.19 (
9.53) and the summer (15.72 ( 9.25) as compared to the
spring (11.89 ( 5.94) and the fall (13.84 ( 8.36). The largest
and the most variable mixing height values were found in
the summer with the lowest and least variable values in the
winter,duetotheseasonalvariationofsolarradiationlevels.
With the exception of slightly lower springtime RH values,
theaverageRHvalueswerecomparableinallseasons,except
during the spring, when RH values were lower than in the
other seasons.
(b) Regression Analysis. The empirical model described
ineq4wasfittedusingthemodeldataset.Overall,themodel
results were highly significant (p < 0.0001), explaining 43%
of the variability in corresponding ground-level PM2.5 con-
centrations. MISR AOT, PBL, RH, and all the categorical
variableslistedinTable1werefoundtobehighlysignificant
predictors of PM2.5 (p < 0.0001) (Table 3). Concentration
impact factors (CI factors) for the categorical variables were
calculated as the exponentials of the parameter estimates.
A CI factor can be interpreted as the impact of a categorical
variable at a certain level on the association between MISR
AOT and PM2.5 as compared to the reference level of this
factor.
The estimated power of AOT (0.447 ( 0.022) was positive
andlessthan1,indicatingsurfacePM2.5concentrationsvaried
sublinearly with MISR AOT measurements. The greater
variability of the observed MISR AOT values is likely due to
the fact that AOT measures particle abundance within the
entire atmospheric column. Both photochemical reactions,
whichoccurmainlywithintheboundarylayer,andthelong-
range transport of particles, which occurs in the free
troposphere, can have substantial impacts on AOT values.
As a result, MISR AOT measurements exhibited a greater
variabilityascomparedtoground-levelPM2.5concentrations,
whicharelessinfluencedbylong-rangetransportofparticles.
The significance of PBL in predicting surface PM2.5
concentrations reflects the difference in the particle vertical
profile within and above the boundary layer. Fine particles
tend to be more homogeneous within the boundary layer
duetoconvectivemixingascomparedtoparticlesinthefree
troposphere. Fine particles emitted from the surface are
dilutedwithintheboundarylayerasPBLincreases,resulting
inalowerPM2.5concentration.Thismayexplainthenegative
TABLE 1. Definition of All Categorical Variables Used in
Estimating PM2.5 Concentration with MISR AOT and Mixing
Height
variable level
region New England
mid-Atlantic
south Atlantic
season winter (December to February)
spring (March to May)
summer (June to August)
fall (September to November)
site location rural
suburban
urban
distance from the coast within 100 km
beyond 100 km
óext(z) )s 0
2.5 ím
Cext(r,m) n(r)d r (2)
[PM2.5] ) (e
â0+â1(variable1)+â2(variable2)+...+ân(variablen)) 
(e
âRH(RH))(AOT)
âAOT(PBL)
âPBL (3)
ln([PM2.5]) ) â0 + â1(variable1) + ... + ân(variablen) +
âRH(RH) + âAOT ln(AOT) + âPBL ln(PBL) (4)
VOL. 39, NO. 9, 2005 / ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 9 3271sign of the estimated power on the boundary layer height
(-0.361 ( 0.023). In addition, the observation that the
magnitudeoftheparameterestimateissubstantiallysmaller
than 1 indicates that surface PM2.5 concentrations vary at a
slower rate as compared to the boundary layer height.
The negative parameter estimate of the exponential of
RH (-0.634 ( 0.115) indicated that the same AOT values
would correspond to lower PM2.5 concentrations as RH
increases. This result shows that the model provides a
correction for the humidification effect on particle light
extinction. MISR measures AOT at ambient meteorological
conditions.Underhighrelativehumidity(RH>70%),which
was observed frequently in this study, hygroscopic particles
suchasammoniumsulfateandammoniumnitratecangrow
2-10 times in size, resulting in a dramatic increase of their
light extinction efficiencies (23, 24). In contrast, PM2.5
measurements correspond to dry particle mass, since filter
storage and weighing are conducted under controlled RH
conditions (at 40% RH). As a result, the same AOT values at
high RH levels will correspond to smaller particle dry mass
as compared to those at low RH conditions. It should be
noted that the actual particle size does not grow strictly
exponentially and depends on the particle composition.
Therefore, the exponential form of RH is a simplified
representation of the particle growth effect based on the
regression statistics.
The impact of particle size, composition, and vertical
distributionontheassociationbetweenMISRAOTandPM2.5
concentrations is also reflected by the categorical variables.
Possible interpretations of the impact of these variables are
given below. The effect of season was highly significant (p
<0.0001),withtheassociationbetweenPM2.5andAOTfound
to be significantly weaker in the spring as compared to the
other seasons. The CI factor of 0.74 for the spring indicates
thatthepredictedPM2.5wasapproximately26%lowerinthe
springthaninthefall,withallotherparametersbeingequal.
Thiscouldbebecausetheparticleverticaldistributioninthe
spring is generally different from those in the other seasons.
Duringthespring,forexample,long-rangetransportofAsian
dustcansignificantlyincreasetheparticleconcentrationsin
the free troposphere (25), resulting in a larger proportion of
particles above the boundary layer as compared to those of
the other seasons. Because the particle mass loading below
the boundary layer determines the surface PM2.5 concentra-
tion, similar AOT levels will predict a lower surface PM2.5
concentrationinthespringascomparedtotheotherseasons.
The CI factor of 0.85 for New England region suggests
that MISR predicts lower PM2.5 levels in the New England
region as compared to the other regions. It has been shown
that PM2.5 concentrations in the New England region are
heavily impacted by transported pollutants from distant
industrial and urban sources in the mid-Atlantic and mid-
FIGURE 2. Histograms of primary variables in modeling (left panel, N ) 1315) and validation (right panel, N ) 1190) datasets, respectively.
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more sulfate particles from transported precursors such as
SO2andlesscarbonaceousparticlesmaybefoundinparticle
mixturesthroughoutNewEngland.Sulfateparticlesgenerally
have higher light extinction efficiencies than carbonaceous
particles,especiallyunderhighrelativehumidityconditions
(24). Consequently, under the same meteorological condi-
tions, lower particle concentrations in the New England
region will be needed to achieve the same AOT level in the
other two regions.
Other variables being equal, MISR predicts lower PM2.5
concentrationsforruralsites(CIfactor0.74)ascomparedto
thoseatsuburban(CIfactor0.92)andurbansites(reference
state, CI factor 1.0). Urban sites are generally characterized
by greater anthropogenic PM2.5 emission sources than
suburban or rural sites. Therefore, a larger proportion of
particle mass at urban sites is nitrate and carbonaceous
particles, which are typically generated from mobile source
emissions,ascomparedtothatatruralsites(28).Aspreviously
mentioned, sulfate particles have higher light extinction
efficiencies than carbonaceous particles. Consequently, a
TABLE 2. Annual and Seasonal Summary Statistics for the Average of the MISR Regional Mean AOT, Ambient 24 h Average PM2.5
Mass Concentration, Atmospheric Boundary Layer Height, and Relative Humidity for the Modeling Dataset
variable units mean SDa min max
geometric
mean
geometric
SD
annual PM2.5
b íg/m3 14.0 8.1 2.1 58.8 12.1 1.7
N ) 1315 AOTc unitless 0.13 0.10 0.02 0.88 0.10 1.93
PBLd km 0.61 0.33 0.05 2.39 0.52 1.75
RHe % 53 12 23 93 52 1.26
winter PM2.5 íg/m3 14.8 9.1 2.7 58.8 12.7 1.7
N ) 438 AOT unitless 0.08 0.05 0.03 0.38 0.07 1.69
PBL km 0.42 0.21 0.05 1.21 0.38 1.65
RH % 55 10 23 84 54 1.23
spring PM2.5 íg/m3 12.1 5.9 2.7 48.1 10.8 1.6
N ) 286 AOT unitless 0.15 0.08 0.05 0.55 0.14 1.64
PBL km 0.65 0.27 0.05 1.71 0.59 1.57
RH % 47 11 27 77 46 1.25
summer PM2.5 íg/m3 15.6 8.6 2.1 57.4 13.6 1.7
N ) 259 AOT unitless 0.20 0.14 0.04 0.80 0.16 1.85
PBL km 0.82 0.40 0.17 2.39 0.74 1.60
RH % 58 10 36 82 57 1.19
fall PM2.5 íg/m3 13.5 7.6 3.4 38.5 11.6 1.8
N ) 336 AOT unitless 0.10 0.08 0.02 0.88 0.08 1.85
PBL km 0.64 0.32 0.11 1.66 0.55 1.75
RH % 51 12 24 93 50 1.28
a Standard deviation. b Daily PM2.5 mass concentration. c Mean MISR AOT over the 3  3 MISR regions. d Mixing height between 10 and 11 a.m.
local time. e Mean relative humidity of the lower troposphere.
TABLE 3. Estimated Regression Coefficients of the Model
Presented in Equation 4 Using the Modeling Dataset (N )
1315, R2 ) 0.43)
model variable estimatea
std
errorb Pc
CI
factord
intercept 3.891 0.102 <0.0001 48.97
season
winter 0.048 0.031 0.12 1.05
spring -0.296 0.036 <0.0001 0.74
summer 0.009 0.038 0.80 1.01
falle 0.000 1.00
region
New England -0.157 0.038 <0.0001 0.85
mid-Atlantic 0.005 0.027 0.84 1.01
south Atlantice 0.000 1.00
distance from coast
e100 km -0.193 0.028 <0.0001 0.82
>100 kme 0.000 1.00
site location
rural -0.296 0.047 <0.0001 0.74
suburban -0.083 0.025 0.001 0.92
urbane 0.000 1.00
relative humidity -0.634 0.115 <0.0001 e-0.634(RH)
ln(AOT) 0.447 0.022 <0.0001 AOT0.447
ln(PBL) -0.361 0.023 <0.0001 h-0.361
a Parameter estimate (standard error) and p value. b Standard error
of the parameter estimate. c Probability that an estimated regression
coefficient would be equal to zero. d Concentration impact factor.
e Reference level in each categorical factor. FIGURE 3. Scatter plots of predicted vs observed PM2.5 mass
concentration for the entire validation dataset (upper panel) and
for observations of less than 40 íg/m3. The adjusted R2, parameter
estimates, and p values of the estimates are shown in each plot.
The 1:1 line (dashed) is shown as a reference. The regression line
is shown as a thick solid line, and the upper and lower bounds
(factor of 2) are shown as thin solid lines.
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AOT level in urban areas as in rural areas. The particle
composition in suburban sites may be influenced by both
long-rangetransportandlocalemissions.Therefore,aslight
correction effect is noted.
Othervariablesbeingequal,MISRalsopredictslowerPM2.5
concentrations at coastal sites (CI factor 0.82) as compared
to inland sites. Previous research has shown that the warm
conveyorbelts(i.e.,moistairstreamsthatriseaheadofsurface
cold fronts), which can lift ground-level pollutants to the
upper troposphere and then transport them over the
continents, most frequently originate in the boundary layer
of the eastern seaboards of North America and Asia, close
to the heavy anthropogenic emissions (29). Therefore, it is
possible that a larger proportion of particles reside at higher
altitudeinthecoastalregionascomparedtotheinlandregion
in this study. Similar levels of AOT will correspond to lower
surface PM2.5 concentrations at coastal sites, therefore, than
at inland sites given the fact that the particle mass loading
below the PBL determines the surface PM2.5 concentration.
PartialFtests(30)indicatedthattheindependentvariables
MISR AOT and PBL, which measure the total particle
abundance and its distribution, are the two most important
predictors of PM2.5 concentrations. RH and each of the
categorical variables make comparable contributions to the
predictability of the regression model. However, they each
contribute significantly less than MISR AOT or PBL. Further
analysisrevealedthatMISRAOTandPBLareabletoexplain
approximately 18% and 15% of the variation in PM2.5
concentration, respectively, measured by the accumulative
change of R2. The rest of the variables together help explain
approximately 10% of the variation.
(c) Model Validation. Bootstrapping was used to test the
stabilityoftheregressioncoefficients.Thepopulationofthe
2505 data points was randomly sampled 1000 times with a
samplesizeof1300.Eachrandomsamplewasusedtofitthe
regression model presented in eq 4, and the corresponding
regressioncoefficientswererecorded.Themeanandstandard
deviationoftheregressioncoefficientforeachvariableineq
4werecalculatedfromthispopulation.Noneoftheregression
coefficients presented in Table 3 are significantly different
FIGURE 4. Scatter plots of predicted vs observed PM2.5 mass
concentrations at rural sites (upper panel), suburban sites (middle
panel), and urban sites (lower panel). The adjusted R2, parameter
estimates, and p values of the estimates were calculated when
PM2.5 concentrations greater than 40 íg/m3 were excluded. The 1:1
line(dashed)isshownasareference.Theregressionlineisshown
as a thick solid line, and the upper and lower bounds (factor of 2)
are shown as thin solid lines.
FIGURE 5. Scatter plots of predicted vs observed PM2.5 mass
concentrationsinthemid-AtlanticandsouthAtlanticregions(upper
panel) and in the New England region (lower panel). The adjusted
R2, parameter estimates, and p values of the estimates were
calculated when PM2.5 concentrations greater than 40 íg/m3 were
excluded. The 1:1 line (dashed) is shown as a reference. The
regression line is shown as a thick solid line, and the upper and
lower bounds (factor of 2) are shown as thin solid lines.
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theregressioncoefficientofln(PBL)(-0.361),whichisslightly
beyond the 95% confidence interval ([-0.365, -0.461]). The
robustness of the regression coefficients is likely due to the
relatively long residence time of fine particles in the
atmosphere, which results in smooth spatial and temporal
variation of PM2.5 concentrations over large geographic
regions. In addition, a significant proportion of PM2.5 is
generated by photochemical reactions. Emission patterns
and the meteorological conditions that control these pho-
tochemicalreactionsalsovaryslowlyandsmoothlyovertime
andregion.Asaresult,differentdatasetsrandomlysampled
fromthesameregionwilllikelyproduceconsistentandstable
regression coefficients.
Toevaluatethemodelperformance,theregressionmodel
developed in the previous section was applied to the
validationdatasettogeneratepredictedPM2.5concentrations.
On average, predicted PM2.5 concentrations were 1.2 íg/m3
lower than the observations. Differences decreased to 0.4
íg/m3whenPM2.5concentrationsgreaterthan40íg/m3were
removed.Alinearregressionbetweenpredictedandobserved
PM2.5 concentrations yielded an R2 of 0.48 (Figure 3). The
modelRMSEwas(6.2íg/m3forameanPM2.5concentration
of13.8íg/m3.Overall,modelpredictionswerewithinafactor
of2ofthemonitoredvalues,whenPM2.5concentrationswere
lessthan40íg/m3.Themodelsubstantiallyunderestimated
PM2.5 concentrations at higher concentrations (>40 íg/m3).
This could be because over 98% of the PM2.5 concentrations
are below 40 íg/m3 in the modeling dataset. Therefore,
current parameter estimates do not sufficiently represent
theassociationbetweenPM2.5andtheindependentvariables
at higher PM2.5 concentrations. In addition, higher daily
averagePM2.5concentrationswereoftenstronglyinfluenced
bypollutionepisodesthatoccurduringashortperiodofthe
day.Theimpactoftheseepisodesmaynotbecapturedwithin
theMISRmeasurementtimewindow(10-11a.m.localtime).
As a result, MISR AOT measurements cannot sufficiently
representthedailyaveragePM2.5concentrationsundersuch
circumstances. The predicted vs observed regression slope
approached1.00andinterceptswereinsignificantwhenthose
high observations were excluded (again, less than 2% of the
totaldata).Additionally,themodelRMSEwasreducedto5.3
íg/m3 for a mean PM2.5 concentration of 13.2 íg/m3 when
thesehighPM2.5concentrationswereexcluded.Sincecurrent
air quality models, including Eularian box models (31),
Lagrangian plume models (32), and 3-D Eularian models
(33-35),havebeenshowntoagreewithin17-46%ofground-
basedmeasurements,theresultsfromourregressionmodel
are comparable with these models.
Modelpredictionsandobservationswerenotsignificantly
different in urban sites. The largest discrepancy between
model predictions and observations existed in rural sites
whereobservationswere2.1íg/m3(20%)greaterthanmodel
predictions. When observed PM2.5 concentrations greater
than 40 íg/m3 were removed, regressions at both suburban
and urban sites had slopes close to 1 with insignificant
intercepts (Figure 4). In addition, model predictions and
observations did not significantly differ in New England.
However,theagreementbetweenthemodelandobservations
was weaker in New England than elsewhere (Figure 5). After
PM2.5 concentrations greater than 40 íg/m3 were removed,
the model agreed well with observations in the mid-Atlantic
and south Atlantic regions with an insignificant intercept
and a slope very close to 1.
FIGURE 6. Seasonal mean PM2.5 concentration at each EPA site. Only sites with gravimetric measurements are included.
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PM2.5 concentrations exhibited strong seasonal and spatial
variation, with the levels generally decreasing toward the
coastal region in all seasons except in the winter. During the
winter, PM2.5 concentrations ranged between 10 and 15
íg/m3 in the majority of sites across the study area, with the
exception of eastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey, where
PM2.5 concentrations ranged between 15 and 20 íg/m3.
During the spring, the areas of higher PM2.5 concentrations
shifted southward, with the concentrations in New England
generally below 10 íg/m3, between 10 and 15 íg/m3
throughoutthemid-AtlanticandsouthAtlanticregions,and
between15and20íg/m3inGeorgia.Overallpollutionlevels
were the highest during the summer, with the PM2.5
concentrations between 15 and 20 íg/m3 in the entire mid-
Atlantic region and northern south Atlantic regions. PM2.5
levels above 20 íg/m3 were found in many sites near
Pittsburgh and Atlanta. The spatial pattern in the fall was
similar to that in the spring except that its overall PM2.5
concentration was slightly lower.
MISR AOT measurements exhibited strong seasonal and
spatial variations which were often different from ground-
level PM2.5 observations (Figure 7). During the winter, most
ofthestudyareahadAOTlevelsbelow0.10exceptinwestern
NewYorkandPennsylvania,whereAOTlevelswerebetween
0.1and0.15.TheAOTlevelinthespringwasgenerallyhigher
than in the winter. As previously analyzed, the higher AOT
values in southern New England were probably caused by
Asian dust events. AOT levels along the coast were generally
higher than in the inland region. In addition, AOT measure-
ments did not show higher concentrations in New Jersey
andMarylandinthewinterasPM2.5concentrationsdid.High
AOTvalues(0.25-0.50)wereobservedacrossthemid-Atlantic
region and along the coast of the south Atlantic region. This
is probably due to the influence of long-range transport of
African dust above the mixing height (36). The overall AOT
level was the lowest and uniform in the fall (0.05-0.10).
SurfacePM2.5concentrationswerepredictedfromgridded
seasonalmeanAOTmeasurementsandGEOSmeteorological
fields using the empirical model discussed in the previous
sections (regression coefficients listed in Table 3). The
predictedPM2.5concentrationsshowedspatialcharacteristics
similar to the observations in the winter, summer, and fall,
with a slight overestimation in coastal North Carolina in the
summer (Figure 8). In the spring, the model substantially
underestimated observations over the mid-Atlantic region
andGeorgiabyapproximately5-10íg/m3.Overall,predicted
PM2.5 concentrations tended to be slightly lower than the
observations.ThisisprobablybecauseEPAsitesareprimarily
clustered in populated and more polluted areas while
seasonalAOTvalueswerecalculatedfromallavailableMISR
measurements that provided a complete coverage of the
entire study area. These results suggest that mixing height
and relative humidity information as well as the categorical
variables is crucial in the association between AOT values
and ground-level PM2.5 concentrations.
In conclusion, this study shows the promising potential
of air quality models driven by satellite remote sensing and
FIGURE 7. Seasonal mean MISR AOT in 1°  1° grids over the eastern United States in 2001.
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advantages to models utilizing this approach. First, these
models do not require the extensive resources to develop
source emission inventories necessary for conventional
computational air quality models. In many of the most
polluted areas in the world, emissions inventories are often
not available. Second, since satellite remote sensing data
andassimilatedmeteorologicalfieldsareinternallyconsistent
and available globally, models using these datasets may be
appliedtonationalorevenglobalscalestudieswithrelatively
simple calibration. Finally, the advancement of remote
sensingtechnologyandenhancementinourunderstanding
of the chemistry and transport of atmospheric particles will
quickly improve model performance. Clearly, the empirical
modelcannotbeusedtoreplacethecompliancemonitoring
network since coverage in not guaranteed due mainly to
cloudcoverandanarrowobservationtimewindow.However,
it could serve as an important extension of ground measure-
mentnetworksprovidingsupplementalPM2.5concentration
estimatesforuseinpopulationhealtheffectstudiesinwhich
anunbiasedlong-termdatasetwithcompletespatialcoverage
is extremely important. This capability is particularly useful
inareaswithoutexistingground-levelmonitoringcapabilities.
Furthermore, the use of satellite-based air pollution infor-
mation may also help in reconfiguring and refining existing
ground monitoring networks.
The overall R2 of 0.43-0.48 suggests that a substantial
amountofvariabilityinPM2.5concentrationsisnotexplained
by this model. This limited model predictability can be
attributed to the lack of accurate information on particle
sizedistribution,composition,andverticalprofile,aswellas
the accuracy and resolution of input data. The performance
of this empirical model can be enhanced by using higher
quality versions of MISR data as well as higher resolution
meteorological data. The latest generation of GEOS meteo-
rologicalfieldswithspatialresolutionashighas0.25°0.25°,
which will be made available soon, can also help improve
the model performance. Finally, information about the
vertical distribution of particle mass will make it possible to
further improve the developed model.
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